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NGO Committee on Migration 
Priorities for the High Level Political Forum 2021 

 
 

From July 6 – 15, the UN HLPF is measuring progress on achievement of Agenda 2030 Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) # 1 (no poverty), 2 (zero hunger), 3 (good health and well-being), 8 
(decent work and economic growth), 10 (reduced inequalities), 12 (responsible consumption and 
production), 13 (climate action), 16 (peace, justice and strong institutions), and 17 (partnerships). 

 
 

In COVID-time and beyond, the NGO Committee on Migration makes and remains committed to co-
achieving these recommendations, as partners with States, to achieve sustainable development as 
envisioned both in the SDGs under examination during the HLPF 2021, and in the Global Compact for 
Safe, Orderly Migration (GCM) that UN Member States adopted expressly in furtherance of the SDGs. 
 
1. Learn and leverage the lessons of COVID-time, by making permanent and replicating positive 

practices and partnerships among many States and partners during the pandemic that are also 
practical and compelling beyond it, including: 

• Make regularization the template for essential migrant workers, with fair, gender-sensitive 
and accessible channels for recognition of their skills, and their admission, stay and 
naturalization (SDGs 3, 8 and 10, also GCM objectives 5 and 7i)  

• Ensure access of migrants to essential public health services regardless of their immigration 
status, including testing, treatment and vaccines to protect them and the community from 
COVID and other health risks (SDG 3; also GCM objectives 7, 8, 11, 12  and 15.)  

• Expand rights-based alternatives to immigration detention, including community and NGO 
partnerships, immediately for all children and their accompanying family members or 
caregivers, and for all vulnerable migrants, in particular victims of or at risk of torture, 
trafficking, gender-based violence or other trauma (SDGs 5 and 16; also GCM objective 13). 
   

2. Accelerate the solutions-approach for the challenges and vulnerabilities that significantly impede 
the human and economic development to which the whole Agenda 2030 is committed. 
 

A. To achieve SDGs with specific relevance to climate change and migrants 

• Urgently invest in programs to eliminate the adverse drivers and structural factors that lead 
to unsafe, disorderly and irregular migration, with its inherent violations of human rights and 
resulting inequalities (SDGs 2, 10 and 13; also GCM objectives 2b and 23). 

• Strengthen joint analysis and sharing of information to better map, understand, predict and 
address migration movements such as those that may result from sudden- and slow-onset 
natural disasters, the adverse effects of climate change, environmental degradation and 
other precarious situations, while ensuring effective respect, protection and fulfilment of the 
human rights of all migrants (SDG 13; also GCM objectives 1, 2h and 3). 

• Promote multilateral action at regional and global levels to identify, develop and strengthen 
solutions for migrants compelled to leave their countries of origin due to slow-onset natural 
disasters, the adverse effects of climate change and environmental degradation, including by 
establishing planned relocation and visa options, in cases where adaptation in or return to 
their country of origin is not possible (SDGs 5 and  13;also GCM objectives 5h and 23). 
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B.    To achieve SDGs with specific relevance to vulnerable migrants and mixed migration  

• Strengthen systems for more consistent assistance, differentiation and referral for 
protection of all migrants in vulnerable situations, especially in contexts of mixed 
migration, including refugees, children, and those who are victims of or at risk of torture, 
trafficking, gender-based violence or other trauma (SDGs 5, 8, 10 and 16; also GCM 
objectives 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14 and 23). 

• Collaborate with civil society actors on in-country and bilateral mechanisms that recognize 
and develop skills of migrant workers and enforce their labor rights, including to recovery 
of wages promised but unpaid for work they performed. (SDGs 1, 5,8 and 16; also GCM 
objectives 6, 7, 14, 16, 18, 22 and 23) 

• Increase safe, ordinary and regular channels of assistance, migration and admission for 
refugees and other forced migrants, including those displaced by the adverse effects of 
climate change, disasters and environmental degradation, and those asserting their human 
right to family unity. (SDG 10; also GCM 5, 6i, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 14 and 23) 
 

C.  To achieve SDGs with specific relevance to children in migration   

• Uphold all children’s rights to access protection, seek asylum and remain and reunite with 
family members, while taking public health precautions. This requires strengthening child-
sensitive border and reception processes, ending pushbacks and forced expulsions of any 
children without due process, and abolishing immigration detention of children. 
Unaccompanied children must be moved to the care of competent and culturally-sensitive 
children’s services without delay after crossing the border, and provided health, legal, social, 
and physical services and support (SDGs 5 and 16; also GCM objectives 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 
13 and 14). 

• Ensure best interest determinations as a core component of the system for unaccompanied 
children, with an independent child advocate appointed for each unaccompanied child (SDG 
10; also GCM objectives 7, 11, 12 and 13).   

• Support every child to participate in all matters affecting him or her, including decisions 
related to placement, care, and access to services, in accordance with the age and maturity 
of the child (SDG 10; also GCM objectives 7, 13). 

• Promote the implementation of early childhood education and care programs. These can 
be used in joint programming efforts towards shared goals by differing cultural/ethnic groups 
(as emphasized in SDG 16). 
 

D.  To achieve SDGs with specific relevance to xenophobia and fostering inclusion   

• Advocate strongly for governments to examine existing social, economic, and political 
systems for hidden inequalities in both structure and delivery of services, in order to 
eliminate racial and xenophobic biases (broadly across the SDGs examined in HLPF 2021, not 
just SDG 10; also GCM objective 17) . 

• Include the voices of migrants, refugees and the diaspora in decision making at all levels of 
government, including especially local and grassroots levels (SDGs 16 and 17; also GCM 
objectives 16 and 19).   

• Urge governments at all levels to adopt practical strategies and measures, including effective 
firewalls, to enable migrant and refugee populations, regardless of status, to participate in 
public health services, education and access to justice without fear of being punished for it, 
assuring that they will not be charged for public health services like those adopted for 
identification, treatment and control of the COVID 19 virus or arrested while accessing public 
institutions (broadly across the SDGs examined in HLPF 2021, with particular emphasis in SDG 
16; also GCM objectives 7 and 15).  

____________________________ 


